
 In “Joe’s Reward” by Horatio Alger Jr the plot shows Joe as a 

hero.  There are comparisons that can be drawn between “Joe’s Reward” 

and common myths. For instance, “Joe’s Reward” and myths feature 

unexpected heroes, who are humble and don’t seek out things solely to 

bring themselves glory.  When we meet Joe, he is a simple boat pilot and 

tour guide dressed in a new suit of clothes for his new job.  Little did he 

know that the day’s excursion would change his life.  Joe didn’t set out to 

be a hero, but he ended up becoming one. 

 While taking a group of women to tour a local island, Joe must leap 

into a lake to save one of them from drowning.  He rescues the woman, 

named Mabel Mallison, even though his new clothes that he is quite 

proud of and hopes will help him secure employment, will be ruined.  He 

leaps into the water “without hesitation” after he notices her dress is 

caught under a rock and she is not coming to the surface. This description 

shows his heroic act. 

 When the other ladies praise his heroics, Joe humbly passes it off as 

something anyone would have done.  But, as the ladies point out, it was 

still brave.  He just says, “It wasn’t so much to do.” Back at the hotel, Joe 

receives dry clothing.  Though he worried that his new clothes were 

ruined, Joe was satisfied just having a private room where he could 

change into a dry set of clothes.  He was definitely not thinking about 

getting another reward for his actions. 

 Much to his surprise, Joe ends up being offered “status” in the form 

of a job offer from Mabel Mallison’s uncle working at this hotel, in part 

because Mabel’s uncle is impressed by Joe’s humbleness.  At first, the 

hotel proprietor offers Joe a monetary reward for saving his niece.  Of 

course, Joe is to humble to accept it. Instead he says, “If you want to help 



me, you can throw some odd rowing jobs from the hotel my way.” The 

proprietor thinks he can do more for Joe than that and offers him regular 

work along with a place to stay at the hotel.  Since Joe was between jobs 

and looking for a place to live in town, the timing was perfect and Joe’s 

heroics ended up getting him a job with regular pay (his lack of boarding 

is taken care of also).  This is very fortunate for Joe because we learn in 

the beginning of the story that securing a job is one reason for Joe’s new 

clothes.  Joe ventures out to find employment and ends up finding it in 

the most unexpected way.  

 The whole point of this story is that the proprietor is pleased 

knowing he has a dependable person when he says, “I shall feel safe in 

sending out parties with you for I know you will do your best to keep 

them from harm.” Joe is happy, even though his new suit or clothes has 

been ruined, he says, “Still, it has been the means of getting me a good 

position,’ meaning it was almost worth it.   

 “Joe’s Reward” and myths include the common theme and morals of 

a hero. Joe is brave, selfless, and courageous. These traits describe Joe 

and heroes in myths. “Joe’s Reward” is a story of a heroic adventure.  Joe 

did not set out to be a hero that day, but by his sacrifices and actions he 

became a hero.   In “Joe’s Reward”, the character of Joe is an unexpected 

hero, just like the protagonist in many myths. 


